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Growing up in a house with a theatre director for a father and a writer-artist for a mother, I was
surrounded by the magic of drama, literature, and the movies. If I weren’t reading a book plucked from
a shelf in our house, I was sitting enraptured in front of a live audience or a black and white film on TV. I
rarely went to the library, for our house was full of thousands of tomes. If I wanted to read the play I
had just seen, I’d go to my father’s study. If I wanted to read the short story which the latest Basil
Rathbone Sherlock Holmes’ movie was based on, I’d search the piano room. However, there were some
books which were almost off-limits. I still remember the mystery surrounding my mother’s childhood
collection. I always had to ask for special permission to touch her Mickey Mouse Little Big Book
whenever I wanted to be transported to a distant planet with Mickey and Pluto.
I was aware of the blending of the Hollywood industry with the publishing world, for Gone With
the Wind was my favorite movie and book from the age of 9. However, I didn’t find out until my early
20’s that my youthful passion for mysteries and love of glamorous stars had been combined in a series
of books published by the Whitman Company in the 1940’s. A cross-country road trip to see my
grandmother one summer unwittingly started me on the path to what is now the heart of my book
collection-- juvenile literature and ephemera with the theme of Hollywood and/or comic characters
circa 1920-1949. In a tiny junkshop in a long forgotten Ohio town, I spied Bonita Granville and the
Mystery of Star Island. Here was the woman I saw in the movies playing Nancy Drew in a mystery book
playing herself! It felt as if I were holding a hidden treasure in my hands.
On the way back from Canada, I stopped in another antique store in another town in another
state. To my delight, I found Betty Grable and the House of Cobwebs. The two books were published by
the same company and author around the same time. This is when it dawned on me--I must have
stumbled upon a series. I felt certain there were more out there. I wanted to find them, but I had no
idea how to locate the books I suspected where just out of reach. However, luck was on my side; I came

across a third book in the Whitman Authorized Editions for Girls which still had its original dust jacket.
On the inside front and back flaps were titles of books I could search for. I became excited reading the
names of my future prospective finds. I was also thrilled to learn that besides the editions for girls there
were also authorized editions of some of my favorite comic characters. Blondie had a particular place in
my heart for I was (and am) a huge fan of the 1930-40’s movie series.
Part of the initial pleasure in my search for books was the extreme effort it took to find them. I
felt blessed to discover two or three copies in a year. Then, E-bay was founded. Thus, I began to search
on the internet using the books whose titles I had discovered. With each find, either in a used
bookstore, at an antique stall, or by an internet seller, I would gather the names of more titles. As my
collection grew, and, as the internet made it easier to locate hard to find titles, I began to become
choosier in the quality of the books I purchased. The first ones I had found were well-loved and
jacketless. So, I next searched for copies with dust jackets. Then, I’d continue my search for ones in mint
condition.
While on my never-ending hunt I began to come across other children’s books with a Hollywood
theme. I decided to add them to my collection for they were in keeping with my dream to amass a great
store of authentic young adult literature about the movies. Sometimes, it wasn’t as easy as clicking a
button or paying a salesperson. In Osaka Japan I spied the book Boy’s Cinema Annual 1937 in a home
furnishings store. I had never come across a cinema annual before. One of the stories inside was the
history of how Hollywood got its name. I knew this would be an important addition to my growing
collection. However, the book was not for sale; it was a display item. It took me over thirty minutes to
convenience the sales staff, in broken Japanese, how important this book was to me personally. Now,
every time I look at this book, I remember the thrill of the purchase and the perseverance it took to
acquire it. This feeling is repeated throughout my collection; each book’s story has a special meaning for
me.

In my current collection, I now own a copy of every Whitman Authorized Edition for Girls.
However my collection is far from complete; I am still looking for books with dust jackets for Gene
Tierney and the Invisible Wedding Gift and Dorothy Lamour and the Haunted Lighthouse to name a few.
Additionally, I selectively add titles from the Whitman series for boys and the series for comic characters
dealing with Hollywood. I also have begun to collect the books from the Motion Picture Chums and
Motion Picture Comrades series which deal with the very beginnings of the movie business. Finding all
the books in these two series alone will keep me satisfied for years to come. A partial list of my
collection has been cited in my bibliography which includes many of my favorite finds.
Currently, I keep my favorite volumes in my grandfather’s glass fronted bookcase in my
bedroom along with a few of my childhood toys. The books in this case have a soft spot in my heart.
They make me dream of a time when I thought life was glamorous yet accessible, adventurous yet safe.
Now, as a mother to my niece, I understand my own mother’s concern for the care of her books. My
collection looks as mysterious to her as my own mother’s did to me. My niece loves to look at and
“read” my books. When I see her flip through a Blondie Big Book and watch Daisy the dog’s antics, I
quietly hope she will continue to cherish and grow my collection in the future.
.
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