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Summary: My collection focuses on the broader topic of exploration, delving into the
specific niches of rock climbing, endurance, and the important environmental ethics that
underpin the topic. I began collecting many of these books as a child, staying up late
reading tales of adventure on the tallest mountains, distant continents, and the ocean. I
never comprehended that one-day I would go on my own expeditions into distant lands,
collecting more books along the way.

Essay:
The American West has long held a place in our country’s collective imagination.
Tales of exploration, heroism, and adventure permeate every corner of the vast region,
from the arid floor of the Grand Canyon to the snowcapped peaks of the Sierra Nevada.
While stories of cowboys and pioneers have faded since their heyday, the rebel spirit of the
West is still alive and well in the sport of rock climbing. Once a fringe sport, existing on the
farthest periphery of society, rock climbing is currently marching towards the mainstream.
Indoor gyms continue to spring up at an unprecedented rate across the country. Even in the
flatlands of Midwest, one only has to travel to 40 minutes from Lawrence to Kansas City to
find 5 different climbing gyms to choose from. As rock climbing gains popularity and
notoriety, how will a sport born of the “rucksack revolution” described by Kerouac and his
fellow beatniks assimilate into the suburbia it was created to reject?
While esoteric questions about the future of an obscure sport may seem frivolous to
most, to an addicted outdoorsman and climber like myself, they are what keep me up at
night. As rock climbing prepares for its debut at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and its recent
evolution into a multimillion-dollar industry, my love for the mountains led me in search of
the origins of the sport and the philosophies that brought it about. This pursuit of climbing
untouched rock and its literary history has taken me across the country, yet I have barely
scratched the surface of the near unlimited potential that just the US landscape has to offer
the activity. Along the way I have amassed a collection of climbing and outdoor literature.
As I read every climbing and exploration book I could get my hands on, I expanded my
collection to include technical climbing guidebooks, films, maps, and more. I attended

national climbing festivals and competed in climbing competitions around the country. At
many of these events I was able to acquire fantastic pieces of climbing memorabilia
including trophies, posters, and vintage climbing gear. My assemblage of books quickly
expanded into a full-blown collection.
As this passion developed, I realized that climbing and outdoor recreation do not
exist in a vacuum. These activities are rooted in a legacy of passionate environmentalism
that its founders adhered to. Such beliefs can be traced back largely to John Muir, a
mountaineer himself, founder of the Sierra Club, and activist who helped to establish the
National Park System. Muir’s vision for preserving the nation’s remaining untouched and
immaculate landscapes helped to spur an entirely new paradigm of environmental
thinking. This attitude still survives today, and thanks to Muir and the committed activists
who have come since, many of the country’s most unique and beautiful landscapes remain
for our enjoyment today. Inspired by the legacy of John Muir, I expanded my collection to
included writings from seminal authors in the American environmental movement,
including Edward Abbey and Aldo Leopold. These writers were avid outdoorsman
themselves; participating in extended camping trips and mountaineering that shaped the
environmental philosophies they developed. Clearly the bond between outdoor recreation
and conservation is an inherent one, long established in the literary tradition.
My environmental commitment and interest is rooted in a childhood spent in to
outdoors. I joined Cub Scouts in 1st grade and continued in the program, earning my Eagle
Scout award in 2013. During my time in the scouts I camped on a desert island in the
Atlantic, backpacked for weeks in the Sangre de Christo Mountains, and spent hundreds of

nights sleeping under the stars. One could argue that my Boy Scout Handbook represents
the very first item in this collection as it served to catalyze my passion for the outdoors.
In 2014 I received the incredible privilege and honor to represent the United States
and Boy Scouts of America on an international expedition to Antarctica, accompanying
world-renowned explorer and environmental activist Sir Robert Swan. I spent 2 weeks on
the Antarctic Peninsula exploring the absolutely untouched and otherworldly landscape,
testing renewable energy technology, writing educational blog posts, and resupplying the
only base on the continent powered entirely by renewable energy. Antarctica has long
stood as one of the final frontiers of adventure. Tales of explorers and endurance athletes
venturing deep into the continent in search of the elusive pole captivated my imagination,
and I simply could not believe I was able to stand on the same ice they once did. I sought
out literature on the Antarctic continent and the adventures there, climbing or otherwise.
While my passion for the outdoors is largely occupied by rock climbing today, a
survey of my literature collection helps one understand the holistic nature of this passion.
Nothing beats the thrill of summiting a mountain, but such an event would be impossible if
not for the legacy of environmental activism that made protecting public lands possible
combined with my own personal history of interest in the outdoors. My collection has come
to be a reflection of myself, rooted in a deep love and desire to protect nature, with a focus
on embracing the world through the sport of rock climbing.
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